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encourage individual development and growth, 
and 

Whereas, Seminole State College’s decade 
long productions of the plays that make up the 
‘‘Pittsburgh Cycle’’ provided unique opportuni-
ties for student, community, and professional 
theater members to work with nationally re-
nowned veterans of African-American theater. 

Therefore, in recognition of Seminole State 
College’s remarkable completion of August 
Wilson’s ‘‘Pittsburgh Cycle’’, I, CORRINE 
BROWN, Representative of the 5th District of 
Florida, congratulate Seminole State College 
and its Theatre Department, and encourage 
the Seminole County and Seminole State Col-
lege community to join in the celebration of 
this most noteworthy achievement. 

f 

HONORING MAJOR MELISSA 
DUNLOW 

HON. BRAD ASHFORD 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mrs. Melissa Dunlow for her 25 
years of service in the United States Air Force 
Reserves, seventeen of which were served on 
active duty. Mrs. Dunlow grew up in Wisconsin 
Rapids, Wisconsin. She had an interest in 
traveling and although she had the desire to 
attend college, it was not financially feasible. 
In her senior year of high school, Mrs. Dunlow 
entered the delayed enlistment program, and 
subsequently active duty with the United 
States Air Force. Mrs. Dunlow was first as-
signed to Tinker AFB in Oklahoma as an Air 
Transportation Specialist; which primarily 
meant manual labor of loading cargo and pas-
sengers onto military aircraft. Mrs. Dunlow ap-
plied for and was approved to cross-train into 
the paralegal career field where she could per-
form administrative work. During the four and 
a half years Mrs. Dunlow served as a para-
legal, she took college classes at night and on 
Saturdays to complete her bachelor’s degree. 
She then applied for a commission and at-
tended Officer Training School about three 
weeks after her college graduation. Mrs. 
Dunlow’s first assignment as a Second Lieu-
tenant was to Offutt AFB in Bellevue, Ne-
braska, in 2003. While stationed there, she 
met her future husband, Neil who was also 
stationed at Offutt. Mrs. Dunlow applied for a 
ROTC teaching position at University of North 
Carolina—Chapel Hill. The couple married in 
June 2006 and Mrs. Dunlow was assigned to 
Chapel Hill the next month. However, her hus-
band Neil remained at Offutt to fulfill his duty 
requirement. During their separation, Mr. 
Dunlow came to realize that the Bellevue/Pa-
pillion area was where he wanted to start an 
orthodontic practice as well as a family. To-
gether, they decided to separate from active 
duty and make a life in Nebraska. Mrs. 
Dunlow returned to the area in a civil service 
position in Human Resources at STRATCOM 
while Mr. Dunlow opened a small orthodontic 
practice in Bellevue. Mrs. Dunlow joined the 
Air Force Reserves as a Liaison Officer to the 
Civil Air Patrol. After ‘‘buying in’’ her active 
duty time and completing the minimum re-
quired time in civil service, Mrs. Dunlow left 
her position with STRATCOM in September 
2012 in order to spend time at home with their 

two children who are now 6 and 4. Currently, 
Mrs. Dunlow spends days at home with their 
youngest daughter and works part-time at the 
orthodontic office as an office manager. Only 
time will tell what Mrs. Dunlow will do once 
their youngest daughter is in school full-time, 
maybe she will utilize her Master’s degree, or 
perhaps she will strike out a new career after 
using the remaining two years of her GI bill to 
complete another degree. Mr. Speaker it is 
with great pleasure that I recognize Mrs. Me-
lissa Dunlow for her 25 years of military serv-
ice. What a truly inspiring career she has had 
and will continue to have. Her hard work and 
tenacity are commendable. Mrs. Dunlow rep-
resents a real American hero through her 
commitment and solidarity to her brothers and 
sisters in arms. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
49 I was unable to make votes due to the 
weather (snow storm) in Pennsylvania. Had I 
been present, I would have voted nay. 

f 

HONORING FOUR MEN FOR THEIR 
LIFE SAVING EFFORTS 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take a moment to recognize four 
individuals from the Finger Lake Region on 
the eve of the one year anniversary of their 
heroic actions. 

On February 11, 2014, an employee at 
American Rock Salt, located in New York’s 
27th district, collapsed after suffering severe 
chest pain. Through the swift actions of four 
men; Colin Keller, Gary Morrison, Michael 
Smith, and John Ayer, that individual is still 
alive and well. The group utilized an artificial 
external defibrillator and CPR skills learned 
through the Red Cross’s Safety training to 
successfully resuscitate their colleague. 

For their life-saving actions, Colin, Gary and 
Michael will be presented with Certificates of 
Merit signed by President Obama and John 
will receive a Certificate of Extraordinary Per-
sonal Action. 

The Certificate of Merit is the highest award 
given by the American Red Cross to an indi-
vidual or team of individuals who saves or 
sustains a life by using skills and knowledge 
learned in an American Red Cross Health and 
Safety Services course. 

The Certificate of Extraordinary Personal 
Action is awarded to individuals who save or 
sustain a life by action that exemplifies the 
mission of Preparedness and Health and 
Safety Services. 

I want to thank Colin, Gary, Michael, and 
John for their life saving efforts and congratu-
late them on earning these prestigious honors. 

RECOGNIZING CONGENITAL HEART 
DEFECT AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize congenital heart defect Awareness 
Week, which is February 7th through 14th, 
2015. 

Each year approximately 40,000 babies are 
born right here in the United States with con-
genital heart defects. That is an astounding 
one in every 125 babies, making this the most 
common birth defect. 

Most newborn infants are not routinely 
screened for congenital heart defects, causing 
many children to suffer or even perish early in 
life. However, if the defects are detected and 
treated early in life, they can be treated suc-
cessfully. In the past quarter century, treat-
ments have been developed enabling 500,000 
children in the U.S. to survive to adulthood. 

Congenital Heart Defect Awareness Week 
serves to raise awareness about this condi-
tion. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MRS. BESSIE MARIE 
POOLE 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, today it is 
with great pleasure that I rise to recognize the 
contributions of Mrs. Bessie Marie Poole who 
will be honored by the Gamma Beta Omega 
chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. at 
this year’s Diamond Anniversary Banquet in 
Wilson, North Carolina. Mrs. Poole has dedi-
cated her life to serving her community and 
she is most deserving of this recognition. 

Mrs. Poole was born August 23, 1946, in 
Wilson, North Carolina to parents Jessie and 
Edrena Ruffin. Mrs. Poole attended Elizabeth 
City State University and earned both her un-
dergraduate and graduate degrees there. Fol-
lowing her education, Mrs. Poole dedicated 
her life to educating future generations 
through a career as an English teacher. Her 
dedication to education was honored when 
Mrs. Poole was recognized as Teacher of the 
Year in 1986 by Beddingfield High School in 
Wilson. 

Mrs. Poole was initiated as a member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. in 1965 while 
attending Elizabeth City State University and 
joined the Gamma Beta Omega chapter in 
1970. As a member, she has led several com-
mittees including the International Program 
Awards, Baccalaureate, Finance, and Scholar-
ship committees. She also serves as a board 
member and assistant treasurer for the Odelle 
Barnes Center. Mrs. Poole is married to Willie 
Poole, and they are proud parents of two adult 
children, Keith and Brian Poole. 

Mr. Speaker, Mrs. Poole’s contributions to 
our great nation are many. She has committed 
her life to serving others through education. I 
ask my colleagues join me in congratulating 
Mrs. Poole on the high honor of being recog-
nized by the Gamma Beta Omega chapter of 
the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF RAYMOND E. 

COOK OF THE FIRST SPECIAL 
SERVICE FORCE 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this opportunity to recognize the tremendous 
service of Raymond E. Cook of Brimfield, 
Massachusetts who received the Congres-
sional Gold Medal along with his comrades of 
the First Special Service Force on February 3, 
2015. 

The First Special Service Force was an elite 
military unit during World War II comprised of 
volunteers from the United States and Can-
ada. This unit was specifically trained to fight 
behind enemy lines in the most inhospitable 
conditions. They distinguished themselves on 
multiple occasions, most notably for their crit-
ical role in Allied victories in Italy, North Africa, 
southern France, and Anzio Beach. The unit 
became known as the ‘‘Black Devils’’ because 
they would blacken their faces for nighttime 
missions. 

Raymond served as an United States Army 
Ranger before joining the First Special Service 
Force in early 1944 and remained with them 
until the unit was disbanded at the end of that 
year. Raymond continued to serve in the Army 
until he was honorably discharged in October 
1945. During his tour of service, Raymond 
was awarded two Purple Hearts for the inju-
ries he sustained during combat. 

Mr. Speaker, Raymond Cook fought coura-
geously for the ideals of freedom and peace 
that our nation holds dear. I want to thank him 
for his service and congratulate him on receiv-
ing the highest award that Congress can be-
stow. 

f 

HONORING MR. HERB HOMEYER 
FOR BEING NAMED THE 2015 NA-
TIONAL TOOLING AND MACHIN-
ING ASSOCIATION (NTMA) CHAIR-
MAN OF THE BOARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mr. Herb 
Homeyer, President of Homeyer Precision 
Manufacturing in Marthasville, MO. Mr. 
Homeyer will be named the 2015 National 
Tooling and Machining Association (NTMA) 
Chairman of the Board on Thursday, March 5, 
2015. As the national representative of the 
precision custom manufacturing industry, Mr. 
Homeyer will tell the story of the NTMA. 
Backed by nearly 2000 members and rep-
resenting more than $40 billion in sales, the 
clout collectively wielded by this association is 
considerable. NTMA serves as a valuable na-
tional resource for their members, helping 
them grow profitably. 

Homeyer Precision Manufacturing serves 
key clients in the industries of Aerospace/De-
fense, Commercial/Industrial, Military, Medical/ 
Pharmaceutical, Oil & Gas/Energy, Semi-
conductors/Lasers, Electrical/Electronics, and 
Transportation/Agriculture. The company and 

its 63 employees are also major supporters of 
Manufacturing Day. They opened their doors 
to over 150 students for a facility tour to help 
reach out to the next generation and to show 
what opportunities are available in manufac-
turing not only in their community, but in the 
United States. 

Herb Homeyer’s 43 years in precision man-
ufacturing began as a tool/die maker, then a 
tool designer, and finally an owner of a com-
pany specializing in aerospace tooling, med-
ical, laser components, and high voltage trans-
mission. 

Homeyer Precision Manufacturing is one of 
over 1400 companies that are members of the 
NTMA that supports U.S. manufacturing and 
creates employment opportunities in their 
communities. Tools, dies, molds, precision 
machining, and special machines shape vir-
tually every single product that is mass manu-
factured in the United States. This industry is 
at the very heart of manufacturing in this 
country and therefore it touches the lives of 
every American. 

It is an honor to have the new chairman of 
the NTMA from not only my home state of 
Missouri, but also the 3rd District of Missouri. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DOUG COLLINS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, on 
Roll Call #65 on the Schrader amendment to 
H.R. 527, I am not recorded because I was 
absent due to a death in the family. Had I 
been present, I would have voted Nay. 

On Roll Call #66 on the Jackson Lee 
amendment to H.R. 527, I am not recorded 
because I was absent due to a death in the 
family. Had I been present, I would have voted 
Nay. 

On Roll Call #67 on the Motion to recommit 
with instructions to H.R. 527, I am not re-
corded because I was absent due to a death 
in the family. Had I been present, I would 
have voted Nay. 

On Roll Call #68 on the Passage of H.R. 
527, I am not recorded because I was absent 
due to a death in the family. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Aye. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House Chamber for 
votes on Thursday, February 5, 2015. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘yea’’ on roll call vote 65, ‘‘yea’’ on roll call 
vote 66, and ‘‘yea’’ on roll call vote 67. 

Finally, I would like to indicate that I would 
have voted ‘‘nay’’ on roll call vote 68 in oppo-
sition to H.R. 527, the Small Business Regu-
latory Flexibility Improvements Act of 2015. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
48 I was unable to make votes due to the 
weather (snow storm) in Pennsylvania. 

Had I been present, I would have voted yea. 
f 

LOGAN HUGHES APPOINTMENT TO 
UNITED STATES MILITARY 
ACADEMY 

HON. JODY B. HICE 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in order to congratulate Mr. Logan 
Hughes on his appointment to the United 
States Military Academy. 

Mr. Hughes is an incredibly accomplished 
young man from Evans, Georgia. Logan is the 
son of Michael and Laura Hughes, and is a 
graduate of the Greenbriar High School. Dur-
ing his time there, Logan exhibited his dedica-
tion to leadership while serving as the High 
School NJRTOC Battalion Executive Officer. 

Among his many accolades, Logan also 
showcased academic prowess by his involve-
ment with the National Honor Society, and the 
Spanish Honor Society. 

Mr. Speaker, Logan Hughes is also a young 
man who is also dedicated to improving his 
community through service. Logan led service 
efforts at Wesley United Methodist Church as 
a service acolyte. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I understand that Mr. 
Hughes is no stranger to the rigorous work 
ethic required to be considered as a candidate 
for the United States Military Academy. With 
Mr. Hughes’ Grandfather as outstanding ex-
ample of an Army Officer, I am confident that 
Logan will accomplish his ultimate goal of 
serving his nation as a United States soldier. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to congratu-
late Mr. Logan Hughes. 

f 

TO REAUTHORIZE THE PRE-DIS-
ASTER HAZARD MITIGATION 
PROGRAM 

HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 10, 2015 

Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to introduce a bill to amend the 
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act to reauthorize the pre- 
disaster hazard mitigation program. 

First authorized in 2000, the pre-disaster 
hazard mitigation program has a proven his-
tory of saving taxpayer money by investing in 
cost effective projects that are designed to re-
duce injuries, loss of life, and damage and de-
struction of property in the event of a disaster. 
As the old adage goes: an ounce of preven-
tion is worth its weight in gold. 

This is true for the pre-disaster hazard miti-
gation program. In 2005, the Multi Hazard Miti-
gation Council of the National Institute of 
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